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ENGELSK

Commonwealth countries in Europe

UNITED KINGDOM

Velkommen til School To Go og dagens undervisning!

Dette er et forlgb i faget “Engelsk” om “Commonwealth countries in Europe” i tre

episoder, med de tre temaer: “United Kingdom”, “Malta”, og til sidst “Cyprus". Der vil
bade vaere lytte-tekster og gvelser i episoderne.

Introduction

Today, we're going to embark on an exciting journey to learn about a fascinating
country known for its rich history, vibrant culture, and significant influence around
the world—the United Kingdom. As you're learning English as a foreign language,
exploring the UK will not only enhance your language skills but also broaden your
understanding of the world.



The United Kingdom, often simply called the UK, is made up of four countries:
England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Each of these countries has its own
unique traditions, cultures, and landscapes, from the bustling streets of London to
the serene Highlands of Scotland, the rolling hills of Wales, and the captivating
coastlines of Northern Ireland.

The UK has a remarkable history that has shaped the modern world in many ways. It
was the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, which transformed societies globally.
The English language, which you're learning right now, originated here and has
become one of the most spoken languages worldwide.

Culturally, the UK has given us some of the world's most beloved literature, with
authors like William Shakespeare and J.K. Rowling. It's also known for its iconic
music bands, like The Beatles, who changed the music scene forever.

The UK is also the heart of the Commonwealth of Nations, a group of 54 countries
that work together to promote peace, democracy, and development. This
organization reflects the UK's long history of global connection and its ongoing
commitment to a shared future with countries around the world.

As we dive into learning about the United Kingdom, you'll discover the beauty of its
landscapes, the richness of its history, and the vibrancy of its culture. This journey
will not only help you improve your English but will also open your eyes to the diverse
and interconnected world we live in. So, let's get started and explore all that the UK
has to offer!

Learning objectives and goals:

e | should be able to recall key facts about the United Kingdom, including its
countries, capital cities, and major landmarks.

e | should be able to describe the cultural diversity of the UK and explain how it
influences British society.

e | should be able to compare and contrast the education systems in the UK
with those in my home country.

e | should be able to discuss the role of the UK in the Commonwealth of
Nations and evaluate its impact on global relations.

How has the history of the United Kingdom influenced its role in the
formation and development of the Commonwealth of Nations?



The United Kingdom (UK) has played a central role in the formation and
development of the Commonwealth of Nations, a unique international organization
that today includes 54 countries across the globe. This relationship between the UK
and the Commonwealth is deeply rooted in history, going back hundreds of years.

The British Empire

The story begins with the British Empire, which was the largest empire in history.
Starting in the late 16th century, the UK began to explore, conquer, and colonize
territories all over the world. By the 19th and early 20th centuries, the British Empire
included countries in Africa, Asia, the Americas, and the Pacific. This vast empire
was often summarized by the saying "the sun never sets on the British Empire,"
meaning that it was always daytime somewhere in the empire.

Transition to the Commonwealth

The size and diversity of the British Empire presented challenges, especially as the
countries within the empire sought greater control over their own affairs. After World
War | and Il, there was a significant shift. Many countries wanted independence,
leading to a period of decolonization where countries gradually gained their
sovereignty from British rule.

Instead of completely severing ties, the idea of the Commonwealth of Nations was
formed. This organization would be a voluntary association of independent
countries that shared historical connections with Britain and each other, along with
certain values like democracy, human rights, and economic development.

Key Historical Events

The Balfour Declaration (1926): This was an important statement that recognized
the dominions of the British Empire as autonomous communities within the empire.
It was a key step towards the creation of the Commonwealth.

The Statute of Westminster (1931): This act gave legal recognition to the
independence of the dominions (Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa,
Ireland, and Newfoundland). It was another crucial step in the development of the
Commonwealth.

The London Declaration (1949): After India became independent in 1947 and wished
to become a republic but still remain within the Commonwealth, the London
Declaration allowed for such an arrangement. This declaration marked the birth of
the modern Commonwealth of Nations, emphasizing that all members are free and
equal.

The UK's Role



As the former colonial power, the UK holds a unique position in the Commonwealth.
It is seen as the founding member and has often been a leader in the organization,
working to promote the Commonwealth's values. The British monarch is also
recognized as the symbolic head of the Commonwealth, further emphasizing the
UK's central role.

The history of the United Kingdom, through its empire, has significantly influenced
the formation of the Commonwealth. This organization reflects a transformation
from a colonial system to a partnership of equal and independent countries. The
Commonwealth allows members to cooperate on various issues, from trade and
education to environmental protection, showcasing the UK's shift from colonial ruler
to a member of a global family of nations.

What are some of the cultural contributions of the United Kingdom to
the world, and how do they reflect the country's diverse heritage?

The United Kingdom (UK) has made incredible contributions to the world's culture,
touching everything from literature and music to art and beyond. These
contributions not only show the UK's rich and diverse heritage but also how its
culture has reached and influenced people all around the globe.

Literature

The UK has given the world some of its most famous writers and stories. William
Shakespeare, for example, was from England, and his plays, written in the late 16th
and early 17th centuries, are still celebrated worldwide for their brilliant storytelling
and deep understanding of human nature. Then there's the world of children's
literature, where British authors like J.K. Rowling have left a lasting mark with the
"Harry Potter" series, captivating readers of all ages across the globe.

Music

British music has also had a huge global impact. The Beatles, a rock band from
Liverpool, England, became a worldwide sensation in the 1960s and are often
considered one of the most influential bands in history. Their music changed the
landscape of pop and rock music forever. Following in their footsteps, numerous UK
bands and solo artists across various genres have achieved international fame,
influencing generations of musicians and fans alike.

Art
The UK's contribution to the visual arts includes legendary figures like J.M.W. Turner

and Francis Bacon, whose works have been influential far beyond the shores of
Britain. Turner is known for his expressive colorizations, imaginative landscapes,



and turbulent marine paintings, while Bacon's raw, emotional paintings have
captivated art lovers around the world.

Fashion

British fashion is another area where the UK has had a global impact. Designers like
Vivienne Westwood and Alexander McQueen have been at the forefront of
innovative fashion, blending traditional British elements with bold, contemporary
styles. London Fashion Week is one of the most anticipated events in the
international fashion calendar, showcasing the UK's influence on global fashion
trends.

Science and Education

The UK's cultural contributions aren't limited to the arts. British scientists like Isaac
Newton and Charles Darwin have made groundbreaking discoveries that changed
our understanding of the world. The UK is also known for its prestigious universities,
like Oxford and Cambridge, which have educated some of the world's most
influential thinkers and leaders.

Broadcasting

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) plays a significant role in global media,
offering news, entertainment, and educational content that reaches millions of
people worldwide. The BBC's reputation for quality programming and unbiased
reporting has made it a trusted source of information across different countries and
cultures.

These examples highlight how the UK's diverse heritage has contributed richly to the
world's cultural tapestry. From literature and music to art, fashion, and beyond, the
UK's cultural exports have left an indelible mark on the global stage, reflecting the
country's ability to innovate and influence across centuries.

How does the United Kingdom's political system work, and what roles
do the monarchy and parliament play in the governance of the
country?

The United Kingdom (UK) has a unique political system that combines tradition with
modern governance. It's like a team where each member has a specific role to
ensure everything runs smoothly. Let's break down how it works, focusing on the
monarchy and parliament.

The Monarchy



The UK is a constitutional monarchy, which means it has a royal family, but the
monarch's powers are limited by the country's laws. The current monarch, Queen
Elizabeth Il, serves as the head of state, but her role is mostly ceremonial. This
means she takes part in special ceremonies and represents the UK at home and
abroad but doesn't make decisions about running the country.

The Parliament

The real power to make and pass laws lies with Parliament, the UK's law-making
body. Parliament has two parts: the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

House of Commons: Members of the House of Commons, known as Members of
Parliament (MPs), are elected by the UK public. The party with the most MPs usually
forms the government, and its leader becomes the Prime Minister, who is the head
of government. The Prime Minister and other ministers are responsible for making
decisions about how the country is run, from education and health care to defense
and foreign affairs.

House of Lords: Members are not elected but appointed and include bishops,
hereditary peers (nobility), and life peers (appointed for their lifetime). The House of
Lords reviews laws proposed by the House of Commons. They can suggest changes
but can't ultimately block a law if the Commons disagrees.

The Balance of Power

In the UK's democratic system, the balance of power ensures no single part of the
government has too much control. This system includes checks and balances:

The Government (Executive): The Prime Minister and the Cabinet (a group of senior
government ministers) run the country's day-to-day operations. They propose new
laws and policies.

Parliament (Legislative): Parliament has the power to make and change laws. The
House of Commons, with its elected MPs, plays the leading role in deciding on new
laws and checking the government's work.

The Courts (Judiciary): The UK's courts interpret the law and can rule on disputes
between individuals, organizations, and even the government. They ensure that laws
passed by Parliament and actions taken by the government are fair and lawful.

The Function of These Institutions

Together, the monarchy, Parliament, and the courts ensure the UK is run fairly and
democratically. The monarchy symbolizes the country's history and unity, while
Parliament and the courts make and enforce laws that reflect the people's will and
protect their rights.



In summary, the UK's political system is a blend of historical tradition and
democratic governance, with the monarchy playing a ceremonial role and Parliament
holding the power to make and enforce laws. This system ensures a balance of
power, with various institutions working together to govern the country effectively.

What are the educational opportunities in the United Kingdom for
foreign students, especially those learning English?

The United Kingdom (UK) is known around the world for its high-quality education
and is a popular destination for students from other countries. If you're learning
English or interested in improving your language skills, studying in the UK can offer
you some fantastic opportunities. Let's explore why learning English is so important
and what makes the UK such a great place to study.

The Importance of English in Global Communication

English is often called a "global language" because it's used by people all over the
world to communicate with each other, even if it's not their first language. It's the
main language used in international business, science, technology, and aviation. It's
also the language of the internet, with the majority of websites written in English.
This means that being able to speak and understand English can open up many
opportunities for you in education, work, and even in your personal life, allowing you
to connect with people from different countries and cultures.

Educational Opportunities in the UK for Foreign Students

The UK has a long history of welcoming students from other countries, and there are
many programs designed to help you improve your English and learn about British
culture. Here are some of the opportunities available:

Language Schools: There are many language schools across the UK that offer
courses in English as a Second Language (ESL). These courses range from beginner
to advanced levels, and some are even tailored to specific needs, like business
English or preparation for university study.

Summer Camps: For younger learners, there are summer camps and holiday
courses that combine English language lessons with sports, arts, and other fun
activities. This is a great way to learn English while making new friends and
experiencing life in the UK.

Boarding Schools: Some international students attend boarding schools in the UK,
where they can study a full academic curriculum in English alongside British
students. This immersive experience can be a great way to improve language skills
quickly.



Universities: For those looking at higher education, UK universities are among the
best in the world. Many offer foundation courses to help international students
improve their English to the required level for university study. Plus, studying for a
degree in the UK means you'll be learning in English every day, both in and out of the
classroom.

Advantages of Studying in the UK for Language Acquisition and Cultural Immersion

High-Quality Education: The UK's education system is known for its excellence, and
English language courses here meet strict quality standards.

Cultural Richness: Living and studying in the UK gives you the chance to experience
British culture firsthand, from historical traditions to contemporary life, food, music,
and art.

Diverse Community: The UK is incredibly diverse, and you'll meet people from all
over the world here. This not only helps you practice your English with native
speakers and other learners but also exposes you to a wide range of cultures.

Access to Historical Sites and Cultural Institutions: The UK is full of historical sites,
museums, galleries, and theaters, offering endless opportunities for learning outside
the classroom.

In summary, studying in the UK offers a unique combination of high-quality
education, cultural immersion, and the chance to become fluent in English, the
global language of communication. Whether you're looking to take a short course or
pursue a full degree, the UK has something to offer every international student.

Let us hear 5 to10 new words about the topic to expand vocabulary

e Immersion: The process of becoming fully involved in a new language or
culture to learn it more effectively.



e Curriculum: The set of courses, and their content, offered at a school or
university.

Multicultural: Including people who have many different customs and beliefs.
Historical Sites: Places that are important because of their history.
Contemporary: Existing or happening now; modern.

Foundation Courses: Pre-university programs designed to prepare foreign
students for higher education.

Diverse: Showing a great deal of variety; very different.

Excellence: The quality of being outstanding or extremely good.

Boarding Schools: Schools where students live during the term time.
Tailored: Made or adapted for a particular purpose or person.

Let's try using these new words in sentences to see how they help us talk about the
topic.

Now it's time to do a few tasks and think about what we just learned.
Tasks:

1. Writing Task: Write a letter from the perspective of a student living in the UK,
describing their daily life, school, and cultural experiences. Share this letter
with a partner and discuss the similarities and differences with your own life.

2. Listening Task: Listen to a podcast episode or watch a documentary
segment about a famous British cultural figure (e.g., a writer, musician, or
scientist). Note down three interesting facts to share with the class.

3. Reading Task: Read a short article about the history of the UK and
summarize the key points, focusing on how historical events shaped the
country's role in the modern world.

4. Speaking Task: In pairs, prepare and deliver a short presentation about a UK
landmark or cultural event, explaining its significance and why it might be
interesting to visit.

Once you have answered the tasks, this episode ends.

Here start the ideas for the teachers:

Ideas for the teacher
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Interactive Lecture: Start with a brief overview of the UK, including its
geography, political structure, and cultural diversity. Use maps, images, and
videos to make the content engaging.

Group Project: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a
different region of the UK to research (e.g., England, Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland). Each group creates a poster or digital presentation
highlighting the region's geography, culture, and major attractions.

Cultural Exchange: Organize a "cultural fair" where students set up stations
around the classroom, each representing a different aspect of UK culture
(e.g., food, music, sports, holidays). Students can visit each station to learn
and participate in activities.

Literature Circle: Select short stories or poems by famous British authors for
students to read and discuss. Focus on how the works reflect aspects of
British culture and history.

Debate: Host a classroom debate on the importance of the Commonwealth.
Students can research and argue for or against the UK's continued
involvement in the Commonwealth of Nations.

Field Trip or Virtual Tour: If possible, arrange a field trip to a museum with
British artifacts or organize a virtual tour of a famous UK landmark or
museum to complement the lesson.



