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	 	 ENGELSK	
Careers	in	English	
	

DIPLOMACY	AND	INTERNATIONAL	
RELATIONS 

 

Velkommen til School To Go og dagens undervisning! 

Dette er et forløb i faget “Engelsk” om “Careers in English” i tre episoder, med de tre 
temaer: “Global Business and Commerce”, “Diplomacy and International Relations”, 
og til sidst “Creative and Media Industries".  Der vil både være lytte-tekster og øvelser 
i episoderne.  

Introduction 

Welcome to an exciting exploration of "Careers in English: Diplomacy and 
International Relations." As you continue your journey of learning English as a 
foreign language, you're unlocking doors to a world where communication, 
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cooperation, and understanding across cultures are paramount. This fascinating 
field offers a unique blend of challenges and rewards for those who wish to make a 
difference on the global stage. 

Diplomacy and International Relations are areas where proficiency in English is not 
just beneficial but essential. English serves as a bridge, connecting diplomats, 
international aid workers, policy makers, and advocates from different corners of the 
world. It's the language through which peace treaties are negotiated, international 
aid programs are planned, and global policies are shaped. Whether you're drafting 
diplomatic correspondence, participating in high-stakes international summits, or 
facilitating cross-cultural communication, your ability to express yourself clearly and 
effectively in English is crucial. 

In this introduction, we'll explore the diverse career opportunities that await those 
proficient in English within the realms of diplomacy and international relations. From 
working in the bustling corridors of the United Nations to engaging in the field with 
international NGOs, the roles are as varied as they are impactful. You'll learn about 
the importance of diplomacy in maintaining global peace, the role of international 
relations in addressing worldwide issues like climate change and human rights, and 
how English proficiency is key to navigating these complex fields. 

So, get ready to embark on a journey that not only enhances your English language 
skills but also prepares you for a future where you can contribute to international 
understanding, cooperation, and peace. This is your first step toward a career where 
language opens up a world of possibilities for making a positive impact on a global 
scale. 

 

Learning objectives and goals: 

● I should be able to identify key terms related to diplomacy and international 
relations, such as "diplomacy," "international relations," "global campaigns," 
and "humanitarian aid." 

● I should be able to explain the importance of English proficiency in the fields 
of diplomacy and international relations. 

● I should be able to examine different career paths within diplomacy and 
international relations, identifying the skills and qualifications required for 
each. 
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How does proficiency in English facilitate the work of diplomats and 
international relations professionals in drafting diplomatic 
correspondence, engaging in negotiations, and participating in 
international summits?  

In the realm of diplomacy and international relations, English acts as a pivotal tool 
that bridges gaps between nations with diverse languages and cultures. Proficiency 
in English enables diplomats and international relations professionals to perform 
their roles effectively, ensuring that communication between countries is clear, 
precise, and productive. Let’s delve into how English proficiency is crucial in various 
aspects of their work. 

Drafting Diplomatic Correspondence 

Diplomatic correspondence includes letters, memos, and reports exchanged 
between diplomatic missions and the foreign affairs ministries of various countries. 
These documents often discuss sensitive political issues, proposals for cooperation, 
or responses to international crises. Writing these documents in English allows for a 
standardized form of communication that can be understood by a wide range of 
countries, minimizing the risk of misinterpretation and ensuring that the intended 
message is conveyed accurately. English proficiency ensures that these 
correspondences are drafted professionally, reflecting respect and the formal tone 
required in diplomatic communications. 

Engaging in Negotiations 

Negotiations are at the heart of diplomacy, where diplomats discuss agreements, 
resolve conflicts, or forge partnerships. These discussions require a nuanced 
understanding of language to express positions clearly, argue convincingly, and 
persuade other parties. Proficiency in English enables diplomats to articulate their 
country’s stance effectively, understand the nuances of others' arguments, and find 
common ground. In international settings, where negotiators come from various 
linguistic backgrounds, English serves as the common language, facilitating 
smoother negotiations. 

Participating in International Summits 

International summits and conferences bring together leaders and representatives 
from around the world to discuss global issues, such as climate change, economic 
development, and peacekeeping. English is the primary language used in these 
gatherings for speeches, debates, and drafting of agreements. Being proficient in 
English allows participants to fully engage in discussions, share insights, and 
contribute to the collective decision-making process. It ensures that delegates can 
advocate for their country’s interests and collaborate with others to address global 
challenges. 
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Maintaining Global Peace and Facilitating International Aid 

Clear and effective communication in English is essential for maintaining global 
peace and facilitating international aid. In peacekeeping efforts, English allows for 
coordination among multinational forces, humanitarian organizations, and local 
governments. Similarly, in international aid, English enables the efficient planning 
and implementation of aid programs across different countries. It ensures that 
resources are allocated properly, aid reaches those in need, and the goals of 
international cooperation are met. 

Shaping Global Policies 

English proficiency is also vital in shaping global policies. Through reports, policy 
proposals, and advocacy, professionals can influence international norms and 
standards on human rights, environmental protection, and global health. English 
allows these important documents and messages to reach a broad audience, 
including policymakers, global leaders, and the public, ensuring that policy 
discussions are inclusive and represent diverse interests. 

In conclusion, proficiency in English is indispensable in diplomacy and international 
relations, facilitating every aspect of the profession from drafting diplomatic 
correspondence to shaping global policies. It enables clear, effective 
communication, which is the cornerstone of successful diplomacy and international 
cooperation. For young learners aspiring to careers in these fields, developing strong 
English skills is not just an academic goal but a stepping stone to making 
meaningful contributions on the global stage. 

 

What opportunities does English proficiency offer in international 
organizations such as the United Nations, international NGOs, and 
foreign services? 

In today’s interconnected world, proficiency in English opens up a wide array of 
opportunities, especially in international organizations like the United Nations (UN), 
international Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and foreign services. These 
organizations operate on a global scale, addressing issues that affect people and 
places across the planet. English, being the lingua franca of international 
communication, plays a crucial role in the functioning of these entities. Let’s explore 
how English proficiency can pave the way for engaging and impactful careers in 
such settings. 

Diplomats 

Diplomats represent their countries in international organizations and are involved in 
negotiating treaties, resolving conflicts, and fostering diplomatic relations. 
Proficiency in English is essential for diplomats because it enables them to 
communicate effectively with representatives from other countries, participate in 
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debates and discussions, and draft diplomatic documents. English allows diplomats 
to articulate their country’s positions clearly, negotiate agreements, and collaborate 
with international partners on various global issues such as peace and security, 
human rights, and environmental protection. 

International Aid Workers 

International NGOs and agencies like the UN play a significant role in providing 
humanitarian aid, development assistance, and support for sustainable projects 
around the world. English proficiency is vital for aid workers as it facilitates 
coordination with local governments, partner organizations, and communities. Being 
proficient in English helps aid workers to understand the needs of the communities 
they serve, manage projects efficiently, and secure funding and support from 
international donors. It also enables them to raise awareness about global issues, 
advocate for vulnerable populations, and share success stories and challenges with 
a global audience. 

Interpreters/Translators 

Interpreters and translators are key figures in international organizations, ensuring 
that communication across different languages is accurate and effective. 
Interpreters provide real-time translation in meetings, conferences, and diplomatic 
negotiations, while translators work on documents, reports, and publications. 
Proficiency in English, along with one or more other languages, is crucial for these 
roles. It allows interpreters and translators to bridge communication gaps, 
facilitating understanding and cooperation among individuals from diverse linguistic 
backgrounds. Their work supports the core functions of international organizations 
by making information accessible to all members and stakeholders, regardless of 
their native language. 

Other Roles Requiring English Proficiency 

In addition to diplomats, aid workers, and interpreters/translators, there are 
numerous other roles within international organizations that require English 
proficiency. These include policy analysts, human rights officers, environmental 
experts, and public information officers, among others. Proficiency in English 
enables these professionals to research, analyze, and disseminate information on 
global issues, engage with international media, and participate in global advocacy 
campaigns. It also enhances their ability to work in multicultural teams, sharing 
knowledge and best practices to address complex global challenges. 

In conclusion, English proficiency offers a gateway to a variety of rewarding careers 
in international organizations, where individuals can contribute to global peace, 
development, and cooperation. Whether it’s through diplomacy, humanitarian aid, 
language services, or other specialized roles, the ability to communicate in English is 
a fundamental skill that enables professionals to make a positive impact on the 
world stage. For young learners aspiring to such careers, investing in English 



6	

language skills is an important step towards becoming effective global citizens and 
changemakers. 

 

How does English proficiency contribute to successful cross-cultural 
communication and foster global cooperation in international 
relations?  

In our increasingly interconnected world, English plays a pivotal role in bridging 
cultures and fostering global cooperation. As the most widely used language in 
international relations, English proficiency is essential for successful cross-cultural 
communication and for working together on global challenges. Let’s explore how 
English facilitates these processes and consider the challenges and solutions 
associated with using English as a common language. 

Facilitating Cross-Cultural Communication 

English serves as a common linguistic ground for individuals from diverse cultural 
backgrounds, enabling them to share ideas, express thoughts, and convey 
messages clearly. In international settings, where participants may come from 
various countries with different languages, English acts as a unifying medium that 
allows everyone to participate in discussions, share perspectives, and contribute to 
decision-making processes. This common language helps minimize 
misunderstandings and ensures that all voices are heard, which is crucial in cross-
cultural environments. 

Fostering Global Cooperation 

Global cooperation on issues like climate change, peacekeeping, and public health 
requires clear and effective communication among nations. English proficiency 
enables diplomats, international organization members, and global leaders to 
collaborate more effectively. It allows for the drafting of international agreements, 
resolutions, and action plans in a language that is accessible to a wide audience. 
Moreover, English facilitates the sharing of research, strategies, and innovations 
across borders, enhancing collective efforts to address global challenges. 

Challenges in Using English as a Common Language 

While English serves as a bridge in international relations, its use also presents 
challenges. One significant challenge is the varying levels of English proficiency 
among individuals, which can lead to unequal participation in discussions and 
negotiations. Those less fluent in English might find it difficult to express complex 
ideas or understand nuances, potentially leading to misunderstandings or 
misinterpretations. 

Additionally, relying heavily on English can sometimes overshadow local languages 
and cultures, risking the loss of valuable insights and perspectives that are better 
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expressed in one’s native language. This can also make it harder to fully grasp the 
cultural context behind certain issues or solutions. 

Solutions for Effective Communication 

To overcome these challenges, international forums and organizations often employ 
interpreters and translators, ensuring that documents and discussions are 
accessible in multiple languages. This practice supports inclusivity, allowing 
participants to express themselves more comfortably and accurately. 

Furthermore, promoting language learning and cross-cultural education can enhance 
English proficiency and cultural understanding among individuals engaged in 
international relations. Encouraging patience, active listening, and the use of clear, 
simple language can also help mitigate communication barriers. 

Educational programs and workshops focused on cross-cultural communication 
skills can prepare individuals to navigate the complexities of international 
cooperation more effectively. These programs emphasize the importance of cultural 
sensitivity, empathy, and the willingness to learn from one another. 

Conclusion 

English proficiency significantly contributes to successful cross-cultural 
communication and global cooperation, enabling individuals and nations to work 
together on addressing international challenges. While there are inherent challenges 
in using English as a common language, solutions like language support services, 
cross-cultural education, and effective communication strategies can help maximize 
its benefits. For young learners and future leaders, developing English skills 
alongside an understanding of cultural nuances is key to contributing positively to 
global cooperation and international relations. 

 

 

Let us hear a story. 

In a small, vibrant town nestled between rolling hills and crystal-clear lakes, there 
lived a curious and adventurous young pupil named Mia. Mia had always been 
fascinated by the stories her grandmother told her about distant lands, diverse 
cultures, and the intricate tapestry of human connections that spanned the globe. 
This curiosity ignited in Mia a burning desire to explore the world beyond her small 
town and make a meaningful impact. 

As Mia grew, so did her proficiency in English. She realized early on that English was 
her window to the world, a key that could unlock countless doors to international 
opportunities. She voraciously read books, watched documentaries, and followed 
news from around the globe, all in English, to quench her thirst for knowledge about 
the world. 
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One day, at school, Mia's teacher announced a project on global citizenship, asking 
students to research and present on careers that contributed to international 
cooperation and understanding. This project became a turning point for Mia. She 
dived into her research with enthusiasm, discovering a world of opportunities in 
diplomacy and international relations. She learned about diplomats who worked 
tirelessly to forge peace, international aid workers who delivered hope to the most 
remote corners of the world, and translators who bridged the gap between cultures, 
allowing for meaningful dialogue and exchange. 

The more Mia learned, the more she felt a calling to this path. She envisioned herself 
as part of this dynamic field, using her English skills to advocate for global issues, 
manage cross-cultural communication, and contribute to international development 
and cooperation. She imagined negotiating peace agreements, participating in 
international summits, and working on global campaigns that addressed climate 
change, poverty, and human rights. 

For her project presentation, Mia outlined her dream career in international relations, 
emphasizing how her English proficiency would be her greatest asset. She spoke 
passionately about the importance of cultural awareness, empathy, and the ability to 
communicate effectively in a globalized world. Her classmates listened in awe, 
inspired by Mia's vision and determination. 

Mia's presentation earned her accolades from her teacher and sparked a 
conversation in her school about the importance of learning English not just as a 
subject, but as a tool for global engagement and citizenship. Motivated by the 
positive response, Mia started a club for students interested in global issues, where 
they could practice English, learn about different cultures, and discuss ways to 
contribute to a better world. 

Years went by, and Mia's dream never wavered. She pursued studies in international 
relations, excelled in her language classes, and participated in exchange programs 
that took her to different parts of the world. Her proficiency in English opened doors 
to internships at international organizations, where she gained firsthand experience 
in the field she had once only dreamed about. 

Mia's journey from a small-town pupil with big dreams to a respected professional in 
international relations was a testament to the power of curiosity, education, and the 
role of English in connecting people and cultures. She had chosen a career path that 
was not just a job but a calling—to be a bridge between worlds, a voice for peace, 
and an advocate for global cooperation. And it all started with a young girl's 
fascination with the world and the realization that English could be her passport to 
making a difference on the global stage. 

Let us hear 5 to10 new words about the topic to expand vocabulary 

● Diplomacy: The art and practice of conducting negotiations between nations 
to maintain peace and fulfill political, economic, and social objectives. 
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● International Relations: The study of the interactions between countries, 
including politics, economics, and cultural exchanges. 

● Advocate: To support or argue for a cause, policy, or idea, especially in public 
settings. 

● Cross-cultural Communication: The process of recognizing and 
understanding the differences and similarities in culture when 
communicating with individuals from diverse backgrounds. 

● Global Citizenship: The recognition of belonging to a global community and 
having responsibilities that extend beyond national borders. 

● Humanitarian Aid: Assistance and relief provided to people in crisis 
situations caused by natural disasters, conflicts, or other emergencies, 
aimed at saving lives and alleviating suffering. 

● Cultural Awareness: The understanding and appreciation of cultural 
differences and similarities, both within and between societies. 

● Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of another person, 
enabling better communication and relationships. 

● Exchange Programs: Educational or cultural programs that allow participants 
to study, work, or live abroad, promoting mutual understanding and cultural 
exchange. 

● Global Campaigns: Organized efforts to address global issues, such as 
climate change, poverty, and human rights, involving collaboration across 
countries and cultures. 

 

Now it's time to do a few tasks and think about what we just learned. 

Tasks: 

1. Reading Task: Read a biography or article about a notable diplomat or 
international relations professional. Summarize their career and the role 
English played in their success. 

2. Writing Task: Write an essay on how diplomats use English to negotiate 
peace agreements, focusing on a specific historical event as an example. 

3. Listening Task: Listen to a podcast or watch a video of a speech given at the 
United Nations. Take notes on how the speaker uses English to address 
global issues and promote international cooperation. 

4. Speaking Task: In pairs, conduct a mock diplomatic negotiation over a 
current global issue, using English to communicate your country's position 
and seek a peaceful resolution. 

Once you have answered the tasks, this episode ends. 

Here start the ideas for the teachers: 

Ideas for the teacher 
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● Guest Speaker: Invite a professional from the field of diplomacy or 
international relations to speak to the class about their career and the 
importance of English in their work. 

● Debate: Organize a class debate on a controversial international issue, 
requiring students to use diplomatic language and English proficiency to 
argue their points. 

● Role-Play Activity: Create a simulation of an international summit where 
students represent different countries and use English to discuss and resolve 
a global crisis. 

● Group Project: Assign students to research and present on an international 
organization (e.g., United Nations, Red Cross) including its mission, key 
activities, and the role of English in its operations. 

● Cultural Exchange Day: Host a day dedicated to exploring different cultures 
represented in the class, encouraging students to use English to share 
information about their culture, traditional diplomacy, and international 
relations practices. 

 


